English 11B: American Literature
Syllabus

Course Central Motif: The American Dream
Students will examine both fiction and nonfiction texts written in the United States, examining
different aspects of the American Dream in American literature.
Students will think about these essential questions as they continue through the course:
1. What is the American Dream?
2. Is the American Dream the same as it was when the United States was founded?
3. Is the American Dream attainable?
These essential questions as well as the central motif will be revisited throughout the course.
Students are expected to think about these questions as they respond to all of their assignments
and participate in the discussions.
This course is heavily research-based and will require a lot of effort on the students’ part. If the
student has any questions or concerns about the material covered or the assignments, the student
should contact the instructor, and the instructor will try to help clarify the question or direct the
student to where the information can be received.

Aspects of the American Dream
Students will examine the following aspects of the American Dream:
 Religion
 Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness
 Peace
 Equality
 Financial Security, Employment, Land
 Education, Knowledge
 Self-Actualization, Personal Fulfillment
Each aspect will require students to refine their skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
All units require students to do research about the aspect of the American Dream covered in that
unit. Students will analyze key texts from American authors about the aspects of the American
Dream in order to master common core standards. Each aspect will require literary analysis and
writing in order to provide practice for students to master common core standards.
Students will receive feedback from the teacher of submitted general assignments as soon as the
teacher can review their work. Students are encouraged to ask the teacher questions via the
course message system.

Grade Eligibility Agreement
Before students are able to access the course material, they must complete the Grade Eligibility
Agreement. In the GEA, you must agree to the following:
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Equivalency: You will complete the equivalent of 90 hours of coursework in the
semester, which is the equivalent to a site-based traditional school.
Duration: You will log into your course regularly, and will actively work in your course
for a minimum of 4 weeks or 28 days.
Pacing: You will spend a minimum of 11-15 hours per unit and a minimum of 3-4 days
per unit actively working within the course. You can submit a maximum of 2 units per
week, and you must submit your assignments as you complete them.
Assignments: You will be assessed on all coursework. You will complete 100% of the
course assignments for all units. Assignments not submitted by the course deadline will
earn “0” points.
Plagiarism: You will not plagiarize by presenting someone else’s work as your own. If
you use someone else’s ideas or words, you must acknowledge and/or use quotations for
their words.
Academic Plagiarism Check: Your work will be checked for plagiarism using an online
plagiarism technology (where applicable), and if you are caught plagiarizing, you will not
be eligible to earn a final grade for this class.
Removal: You will work actively in your course and submit assignments as you
complete them so that you can receive teacher feedback. If you do not log in and actively
participate in the course on a weekly basis, you may be dropped from the course due to a
lack of participation.
Gradebook: You will keep your parents/guardians up to date on your course progress by
sharing your gradebook. You will not alter or misrepresent the information presented in
your course gradebook in any manner.

In addition, students will need to complete a Grade Eligibility Check after every 2 units. In those
GEC, students once again agree to the items in the GEA. Students should not complete the GEC
until they have completed all assignments in the units they are working in. Once they have
completed the GEC, students need to send a message to their instructor, informing him/her that
they have completed it. Once the instructor has reviewed the student’s gradebook and
participation, the next units will be unlocked.

Academic Honesty, MLA, Credibility, and Writing Pre-Test
All students must show their understanding of academic honesty, MLA, and credible resources
before they begin working in this class. Because there is so much research and writing done in
this class, it is important for students to thoroughly comprehend these items. To show this, there
are 3 assignments students must complete and have cleared before any of their other work will be
graded. The points for these assignments will not count towards their over-all grade, but students
must earn full credit on the 3 assignments in order to clear them. Students may resubmit these
3 items as many times as they need to clear them. All 3 items are located in the “START HERE”
link in the top left side of the course.
The Academic Honesty & MLA Quiz is a 15 multiple choice question quiz about plagiarism and
MLA citations. There are links to PowerPoint presentations and other resources that will teach
students about these things if they are not already familiar with them.
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The Credibility assignment goes over how to determine if a source is reliable or not. Wikipedia
is not an acceptable source for any research assignment. Review the PowerPoint lecture and
then complete the assignment as directed.
The Writing Pre-Test is a research essay designed to show the instructor the students’ writing
style and that they can apply the use of credibility and MLA in an essay. Students may write
about any topic they wish, but they must complete research on the topic, and include a minimum
of 3 different types of credible sources in their essays. Students must include in-text citations
that correlate with the sources listed in the Works Cited page.

Reading Material
There is no required textbook for this course. All reading material can be downloaded or read
online, and links are provided. Students who wish to read hard-copy versions of the material can
go to their local library to borrow it, or purchase it from another source, such as Amazon.

Reading Quizzes
Every unit has a reading quiz with reading comprehension questions about the required reading
selections. Students should read the required selections and take the quiz before continuing on to
complete the assignments for the unit. It is advised that students review the unit’s lectures and
assignments before taking to quiz to become more familiar with the reading material. If the
students do not understand the reading material or they have further questions about the reading
material, they are encouraged to contact their instructor for help and clarification before they use
outside resources.

Background Research
Students will be required to do research about a particular subject relating to each unit’s theme.
Research can be done with traditional books as well as online, but all sources must be properly
cited according to MLA Standards.

Unit Assignments
Each unit has a group of assignments for students to work on towards their understanding of
common core standards in relation to the reading assignments. Questions require students to
analyze the literature read in that unit, and should not require any outside research unless
otherwise stated. Students must answer the assignment questions in well thought out responses,
including supporting details from the literature in that unit. All responses should follow basic
grammatical rules. Students should be sure to submit their work using the provided worksheet as
an attachment to the appropriate dropbox. Any assignment submitted in the comment box for the
assignment will not be accepted. All submitted work should be in a .doc, .pdf, or .ppt format for
your instructor to be able to view it in the course.

Vocabulary & Grammar
In this course students will be studying in depth types of sentences. Students will review the
parts of speech, learn parts of sentences, understand the differences between phrases and clauses,
and go over the 4 different types of sentences. Students will look at how authors use the
different sentence types to enhance their writing. Each unit will provide resources to learn about
the topic covered in that unit’s V&G assignment and then students will apply what they learned
to the literature from that unit, and there will be a final using the skills learned in the 8th unit.
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Writing Workshops and Unit Assessments
At the end of every unit there is an Unit Assessment that is usually a formal writing assignment
that shows the instructor that the student understood the material covered in that unit. Before the
Unit Assessment, students must complete the Writing Workshop. The Writing Workshop will
prepare the student for the Unit Assessment. Students should pay close attention to the
directions in the Writing Workshop and Unit Assessment. If students would like feedback on
their work prior to submitting their final draft Unit Assessment, they should leave a comment for
the instructor with the Writing Workshop assignment submission or send a message to the
instructor with an attachment of a draft of the writing assignment. Because Unit Assessments are
considered like a unit test, they cannot be made up unless the instructor specifically allows it;
therefore, students should be sure to submit their Unit Assessment free from errors and on topic.
The NU Writing Center is a free writing tutoring service for all NUVHS students, and students
are highly encouraged to use the Writing Center for help with their writing.

Threaded Discussions
Every unit has a minimum of 2 discussion topics that students must respond to. Discussions
count for students’ participation grade, so it is very important for students to actively participate
in discussions. In order to earn full participation credit, students must post an original response
to each unit’s discussion topics. Original responses should be well developed and thought out,
citing specific examples from the texts and sources used in the course. Original discussion posts
should be at least 200 words long.
In addition to the student’s original response, for every discussion topic, students must respond
to a minimum of 2 other classmates’ posts. Discussions cannot be one-sided. Students must
actively engage with their classmates in every discussion. They should be very specific when
they respond to their classmates. They cannot just say that they agree or disagree with a
classmate; they should state specifically why, citing examples from their text. If a classmate
responds to a student’s post, that student should be polite and respond back, engaging in the
conversation, and developing the content of the threaded discussion topic. Responses to
classmates should be at least 100 words long each. If a student’s responses to 2 classmates do
not total at least 200 words, the student should respond to more classmates’ posts to increase the
amount of words responded to classmates. If a student is the first or second student to post to a
discussion topic, he or she should go back at a later date and respond to classmates once more
have participated. As long as a unit is still open, student are encouraged to go back to previous
unit discussions and further participate in the threads. If a student is working at a faster pace
than all other classmates, and there are discussions where that student is the only poster, and the
student has completed the course, the student needs to contact the instructor.

Midterm
At the end of the 4th Unit, there is a course Midterm. This midterm requires students to write
précis and an essay that will show their instructor how they are learning the material in the class
by that point, addressing the essential questions, and their ability to put that information from the
different units together to answer a direct question.

Finals
In the 8th Unit, at the end of the course, there will be 4 final exams and a threaded discussion.
Students will be asked to read certain selections pertaining to the over-all theme of the course.
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There will be no lectures provided to assist students’ understanding of the material, but students
are welcome to ask the instructor clarifying questions and can also review credible resources for
better understanding of the material; however, all work done in the finals must be completely
original work with proper citations for any outside sources used in the finals.
Final I is a reading assessment, similar to the Unit Assignments from Units 1-7. This is to test
the students’ analysis of the final exam reading material. Each response should be well
developed and cite specific examples from the reading selection to support the student’s
response. Unless otherwise stated, no outside sources should be used in the responses.
Final II is a written exam, where students will be asked to write an essay on a specific topic.
Students should plan their essay with their preferred pre-writing technique, write a rough draft of
their essay, then make any revisions necessary, and submit the final draft version for this exam.
Essays must follow traditional conventions in structure and grammar, as well as following MLA
format for citations.
Final III is a timed exam to check for reading comprehension and analysis. It consists of
multiple choice, short answers (approximately 1 paragraph each), and an essay response (a
minimum of 3 paragraphs, with an introduction, body, and conclusion). Students have 2 hours to
complete this timed exam.
Final IV is a review of the vocabulary and grammar assignments from the whole course.
Students will apply the lessons of the V&G to a single assessment. It would be helpful for
students to take notes throughout the V&G assignments, and then they can use those notes on the
exam.

Course Project
At the end of the course, students will be completing a two-part project where they will compile
a scrapbook representing their personal history, and completing a research assignment on the
American Dream and making a product based on that research. Students should read through the
project guidelines and work on the project throughout the course, to submit at the end of the
course.

Course Outline
Unit
Unit 1
Religion

Activities
Read “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” “The Minister’s Black
Veil,” and The Crucible
Review Lectures on Sermons, Parables, Literary Analysis, Reading
Strategies, and Salem
Take Reading Quiz
Do Background Research PowerPoint about a religion of your choice
Complete Unit Assignments
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Complete Vocabulary & Grammar Assignment on Parts of Speech
Review
Complete Writing Workshop about Parables
Complete Unit Assessment Writing a Parable

Unit 2
Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness

Participate in Threaded Discussions
Read “Speech in the Virginia Convention,” “Speech in the
Convention,” The Declaration of Independence, “Sympathy,” “Caged
Bird” by Maya Angelou “Caged Bird” by Alicia Keys, “The Story of
an Hour,” and “Winter Dreams”
Review Lectures on Persuasion, Speeches, Characterization, Irony,
and Rhetoric
Take Reading Quiz
Do Background Research Assignment about a World-Wide Bill of
Rights
Complete Unit Assignments
Complete Vocabulary & Grammar assignment on Parts of Sentences
Complete Writing Workshop about Rhetorical Appeals, Strategies,
and Techniques used in Speeches
Complete Unit Assessment Writing and Presenting a Persuasive
Speech

Unit 3
Peace

Participate in Threaded Discussions
Read George Washington State of the Union Address, John F.
Kennedy’s Inaugural Address, “Peace and War in American Poetry,”
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address,
“The New Colossus,” and “War is Kind”
Review Lectures on Diction, Reading Informational Materials, Using
Background Knowledge, “The New Colossus,” and “War is Kind”
Take Reading Quiz
Do Background Research on wars the USA have been involved in
Complete Unit Assignments
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Complete Vocabulary & Grammar assignment on Phrases and
Clauses
Complete Writing Workshop writing a précis on a student essay at
the U.S. Institute of Peace
Complete Unit Assessment writing an essay on the current USIP
contest topic (students do not need to actually enter the contest)

Unit 4
Equality

Participate in Threaded Discussions
Read the Emancipation Proclamation, “Sojourner Truth, An Account
of an Experience with Discrimination,” “Let Us Reason Together,”
“Letter from Birmingham Jail,” “The Ballot or the Bullet,” and “The
Problem We All Live With”
Review Lectures on Civil Rights Movement, Events of the Civil
Rights Movement, Primary Source, Primary vs. Secondary Sources,
Primary and Secondary Sources, “Ballot or the Bullet,” Emancipation
Proclamation, The Civil War and Emancipation, The Harlem
Renaissance, and W. E. B. Du Bois
Take Reading Quiz
Do Background Research PowerPoint on a fight for equality
Complete Unit Assignments
Complete Vocabulary & Grammar assignment on Simple Sentence
Structures
Complete Writing Workshop about Primary Sources
Complete Unit Assessment Writing a Source Analysis Essay
Participate in Threaded Discussions

Unit 5
Financial Security,
Financial, Land

Complete Midterm Précis and Essay Writing Assignment
Read “The Devil and Tom Walker,” “I Hear America Singing,” from
The Grapes of Wrath, and “A Pair of Silk Stockings”
Review Lectures about Point of View; Free Verse; Voices from the
Dust Bowl; The Grapes of Wrath; Realism, Naturalism, and
Regionalism; and Land of Opportunity
Take Reading Quiz
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Do Background Research PowerPoint on economics in the United
States
Complete Unit Assignments
Complete Vocabulary & Grammar Assignment on Compound
Sentence Structures
Complete Writing Workshop about Story Diagrams
Complete Unit Assessment Writing a Short Story about a Positive
Experience with Finances in the American Dream

Unit 6
Education and
Knowledge

Participate in Threaded Discussions
Read from The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, “SelfReliance,” “What Libraries Mean to the Nation,” and a Letter from
Jefferson to His Daughter
Review Lectures about Autobiography, Transcendentalism, from
“Self-Reliance,” Eleanor Roosevelt, and Jefferson Ideology
Take Reading Quiz
Write Background Research essay about Education Systems
Complete Unit Assignments
Complete Vocabulary & Grammar assignment on Complex Sentence
Structures
Complete Writing Workshop Journal on Virtue Experiment
Complete Unit Assessment Writing an Autobiographical Account of
Journal Experiment, Mimicking Franklin’s Style

Unit 7
Self-Actualization and
Personal Fulfillment

Participate in Threaded Discussions
Read “Song of Myself,” “A Psalm of Life,” “Life on the Mississippi,”
and “April Showers”
Review Lectures about Introduction to Poetry, Humor and Dialect,
Poetry Analysis, Poetry, and Elements of Plot
Take Reading Quiz
Write Background Reflective Essay on a Motivational Speech
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Complete Unit Assignments
Complete Vocabulary & Grammar assignment on CompoundComplex Sentence Structures
Complete Writing Workshop Writing a Poem about a Life Lesson
Complete Unit Assessment Writing a Poetic Analytical Essay
Participate in Threaded Discussions
Unit 8
Finals

Read “The Audacity of Hope,” “Freedom from Want,” “America and
I,” “and “Let America Be America Again”
Take Final I: Reading
Take Final II: Writing
Take Final III: Timed Assessment Take
Final IV: Vocabulary & Grammar
Participate in Threaded Discussions

Project

Complete Two Part Project
A. Compile a Scrapbook of Your Lifetime
B. Choose a Research Role and Create Product Described
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Point Values
Each submitted activity has a specific point value. It is important to complete all
assignments to the best of your ability. There is no way for your instructor to tell you
how many assignments you need to complete to pass the course. It depends on how
well you complete your assignments. Here is the break-down of the activities and
their point values:
Activity
Background Research
Finals
Midterm
Project
Reading Quizzes

Threaded Discussions
Unit Assessments
Unit Assignments
Vocabulary & Grammar
Writing Workshops
Total Points Possible: 1037
Letter Grade
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD+
D
DF

Point Value
10 points each
50 points each
50 points
100 points
Unit 1 = 14 points
Unit 2 = 10 points
Unit 3 = 10 points
Unit 4 = 5 points
Unit 5 = 7 points
Unit 6 = 8 points
Unit 7 = 7 points
10 points each
25 points each
10 points each
10 points each
10 points each

Percentage Earned
95%+
90% - 94%
87% - 89.9%
84% - 86.9%
80% - 83.9%
77% - 79.9%
74% - 76.9%
70% - 73.9%
67% - 69.9%
64% - 66.9%
60% - 63.9%
59% and lower
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