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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Biology A/B

This compelling two-semester course engages students in the study of life and living
organisms and examines biology and biochemistry in the real world. This is a year-long
course that encompasses traditional concepts in biology and encourages exploration of new
discoveries in this field of science. The components include biochemistry, cell biology, cell
processes, heredity and reproduction, the evolution of life, taxonomy, human body systems,
and ecology.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Throughout the course, you will meet the following goals:

e Understand the relationships among living organisms

e Describe the functions and processes that control cellular activities

e Trace the discoveries and scientific thought that increase the application of new technology in
the field of DNA and genetics

e Examine the taxonomy that organizes all organisms

e Recognize the structures and functions of systems of the human body

e Relate the interdependence of ecosystems and propose solutions to issues impacting the
environment
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

This course requires the same level of commitment from you as a traditional classroom course would.
Throughout the course, you are expected to spend approximately 5-7 hours per week online on the
following activities:

¢ Interactive lessons that include a mixture of instructional videos and tasks
¢ Assignments in which you apply and extend learning in each lesson

¢ Assessments, including quizzes, tests, and cumulative exams

Citizenship

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a responsible manner that reflects sound ethics, honor,
and good citizenship. It is the student’s responsibility to maintain academic honesty and integrity and to
manifest their commitment to the goals of NUVHS through their conduct and behavior. Students are
expected to abide by all NUVHS policies and regulations. Any form of academic dishonesty, or
inappropriate conduct by students or applicants may result in penalties ranging from warning to
dismissal, as deemed appropriate by NUVHS.

Communication

Throughout this course students will need to be in close contact with their instructor and fellow
students. Students are expected to communicate via course message and electronic discussion boards.
Therefore, students should plan on checking their course messages at least three times a week and
participate in the discussion boards during the weeks they are live.

Instructors strongly encourage and welcome open communication. Clear, consistent, and proactive
communication will ensure a successful experience in this course. It is the student’s responsibility to
notify the instructor immediately if and when a personal situation occurs that affects his/her
performance in this class. Being proactive with communication will result in a quick solution to any
problems that may occur.
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GRADING POLICY

You will be graded on the work you do online and the work you submit electronically to your
teacher. The weighting for each category of graded activity is listed below.

Grading Category Weight

Lessons Quizzes 20%

Unit Tests 30%

Cumulative Exams 20%

Assignments 10%

Labs 20%
SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

When you log into Edgenuity, you can view the entire course map—an interactive scope and
sequence of all topics you will study. The units of study are summarized below:

Unit 1: Scientific Knowledge and Inquiry
Unit 2: The Building Blocks of Life
Unit 3: Cell Biology

Unit 4: Cell Processes

Unit 5: Molecular Genetics

Unit 6: Heredity

Unit 7: Scientific Communication
Unit 8: The Evolution of Life

Unit 9: Taxonomy

Unit 10: The Human Body |

Unit 11: The Human Body Il

Unit 12: Ecology
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HOW YOU WILL BE GRADED

For critical thinking questions, there are no right or wrong answers. For example, a question on your
thoughts on why you think people are shy is a pretty open-ended type of question. Grades will be based
on the depth of personal insight you present. Do not simply agree or disagree with an insight question.
We are looking for critical thinking and possibly a related personal experience with the question.

It is important to provide detailed answers for insight/opinion questions.

For review questions, you should be produce a more academic answer. For example, "What two
categories are norms divided into?" This type of direct question requires a specific answer. Please use
full sentences and proper grammar.

When submitting paragraphs, use these guidelines.

1. The first, second or last sentence contains the main idea and key words from the question or
assigned topic.

2. Paragraph contains one to three explanatory sentences.
3. Paragraph contains two to four sentences about specific details related to question.
4. Details are colorful, interesting and appropriate.
5. Paragraph ends with a good closing sentence that refers to the main idea without repeating it.
6. Free of spelling and grammatical errors.
GRADE SCALE

The following grading scale will be used to determine your final letter grade.

Letter Grade Percentage Earned
A 95%+

A- 90% - 94.9%
B+ 87% - 89.9%

B 84% - 86.9%

B- 80% - 83.9%
C+ 77% - 79.9%

C 74% - 76.9%

C- 70% - 73.9%
D+ 67% - 69.9%

D 64% - 66.9%

D - 60% - 63.9%

F 59% and lower
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EXPECTED SCHOOL-WIDE LEARNING RESULTS (ESLRs)

Engaged Learners

e Demonstrate self-directed learning skills such as time management, and personal responsibility
through the completion of course requirements

e Develop an understanding of their own preferred learning styles to enhance their overall
academic potential

e Incorporate effective and relevant internet and multimedia resources in their learning process
to broaden their knowledge base

Critical Thinkers

e Effectively analyze and articulate sound opinions on a variety of complex concepts

e lllustrate a variety of problem-solving strategies that strengthen college preparation and
workforce readiness

e Formulate a framework for applying a variety of technology and internet-based research to
enhance information literacy and collaborative thinking

Effective Communicators

e Demonstrate awareness and sensitivity to tone and voice in multiple forms of communication
e Express concepts and ideas in a variety of forms
e Enhance communication skills through the use of media rich or other technology resources

Global Citizens

e Appreciate the value of diversity

e Understand the range of local and international issues facing today's global community

e Demonstrate awareness of the importance of cultural sensitivity and social responsibility in the
21st century



